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PANAMA
The Ministry for Foreign Affairs to the American Embassy
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the United States of America and has the honor to refer to the Embassy's note verbale, dated September 18 last, in which it was good enough to submit to the Ministry for consideration a proposal to the effect that the Embassy (or the Consulate at Colon as the case may be) be notified whenever seamen from American merchant vessels or American tourists are taken before a Police Court for some minor violation.
The Ministry has taken due note of the arguments presented by the Embassy in its aforementioned note in support of the suggestion made.
In this connection, we wish to state that the Government of Panama, as a gesture of cooperation with a friendly nation, accepts the Embassy's suggestion with the understanding that it is a matter of desiring to eliminate difficulties for Americans in transit through Panamanian territory, and that it does not imply any obligation on the part of the Government of Panama, since this may be discontinued whenever deemed advisable.
In view of this arrangement, the Ministry of Government and Justice has addressed the various courts that would take cognizance of these cases, suggesting to them that they handle these cases just as they do cases of members of the armed forces of the United States.
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